
THE MAYOR’S WIFE WORE SAPPHIRES INTERVIEW WITH SHUNDRA ADAMS 

 

 

SHUNDRA--Who is Martha Tucker? 

 

MT—She is first of all a writer.  Then I’m known as the encourager.  I encourage 

younger people not to make the mistake my generation made—allowing the huge gap of 

racial divide to slow our progress.  I encourage every child, regardless of race, color, 

ethnicity, hue, location and economic status to get an education.  Keep going to school, 

vocational classes, trade schools, until he or she can be an asset to society.  We all have 

our role to play.  I am a persistent person who jogs.  Then if there is time left over, I love 

to shop. 

 

SHUNDRA—Who do you most admire as African American heroines?   

 

MT— Maya Angeleau.  Coretta Scott King.   

 

SHUNDRA—Why are these women special to you?  

 

MT—Maya Angeleau because God gave her that built-in wisdom and the special voice to 

share it.  Coretta Scott King endured some of the same problems that most women who 

are married to public figures endure.  She was intelligent and persistent.   

 

SHUNDRA—Why did you write The Mayor’s Wife Wore Sapphires? 

 

 MT—I needed to express my experiences in Compton when my husband was mayor.  I 

needed to make sense of them.  Make sense of women who supported their men when 

feminism was so strong.  

 

SHUNDRA—Why did you make this fiction instead of a memoir?  

 

MT—With fiction I could be more creative, use a lot of bridges and character 

development to prove my premise.  I could combine characters and make them totally 

intriguing, whereas, in real life they may have been dull.  They made the 1980s real. I 

wanted future generations to know what we were like—our thoughts, actions, 

atmosphere, philosophy, jobs, progress.  What we thought of the future—today. 

 

SHUNDRA—What was Compton like in the early eighties?   

 

It was the city of hope.  A model for bringing lower, middle and upper class together to 

make America reach its potential.  As the WorldHub model drove the whole story, 

everyone had a role to play—the state, capitol and most of all cities. 

 

SHUNDRA—How close to the truth is The Mayor’s Wife Wore Sapphires? 

 

MT—I wore sapphires.  I loved a necklace I owned that was studded with diamonds and 

sapphires, blinking like the night sky.  But the book is fiction.  I took lots of liberties and 



creativity to make the story compelling, to paint an African America era as I saw it…I 

hope it holds up to a 100 years. 

 

SHUNDRA—You captured your city and how it interacted with the outside world.  How 

did you manage such a monumental task? 

 

MT—By taking years to write it …. It took time to reflect on how African American’s 

hopes and desires had interacted with the outside world.  We didn’t exist in a vacuum.  

Always, there were vendors, government workers, other cities, states, the capitol, foreign 

countries in and out of our cities, and we entertained stars and dignitaries—Governor 

Jerry Brown was at my home—Paul Robeson, Jesse Jackson, Andrew Young and a host 

of other dignitaries and artists.  

 

SHUNDRA—What do you hope to accomplish with The Mayor’s Wife Wore Sapphires? 

 

MT—To entertain.  To capture a time.  To give the African American a better, more 

three-dimensional image around the world.   

 

SHUNDRA—Praises for The Mayor’s Wife Wore Sapphires come from all races. Why 

do you think other races have taken to this African America book?   

 

MT: Because much of it is based on a truth they don’t know.  As I said earlier, we don’t 

live in a vacuum.  The storeowners, many city employees, some residents, vendors were 

White.  Our sister cities were from South Korea and Mexico. I think they took to that 

truth.  The story is bigger than our personal lives.  And I believe the future of our race 

depends on the interaction we have with other people around the world. 

 

SHUNDRA—Give me a wrap up statement 

 

MT—One of the best comments I have received was this:  The Mayor’s Wife Wore 

Sapphires is a gripping political thriller sprinkled with social commentary.  I think that’s 

very accurate.  And I need to thank all the people who supported me in my desire to 

publish this novel myself and do a new thing with it. 

 

   


